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This research attempts to examine the role of the government in Hong
Kong's developmental transition using analytical methods and documentary
data, and how the government plays the role of developmental policymaking
and the characteristics of such a government. By analyzing the components
of this government, we can understand what made the Hong Kong
government play a key role in this developmental transition. The main
question of the research is: What has been the role of the government in
Hong Kong's development path and what characteristics does this
government have that enabled it to guide the developmental transition? The
data were analyzed using text analysis, and the discussions of developmental
transition and developmental government constitute the theoretical literature
of the present study. The research findings show that development goes
beyond economic growth and requires radical changes in the social system
and industrialization through the unique and special role and function of the
developmental state. Hong Kong has also succeeded in transitioning to a
relatively developed economic state by playing a special role of the state and
using macro-components such as positive non-interventionism, the principle
of big market-small government, very high executive and economic stability,
a facilitating state, subtle and deliberate government intervention to reform
and complement the market mechanism, and an outward-looking outlook.
The Hong Kong government was able to lead development because it had
characteristics such as a development-oriented elite selected from a relatively
comprehensive group of economic, political, administrative, and business
elites, bureaucratic power and high technical ability along with a meritocratic
bureaucratic system, relative independence from social classes and groups
and at the same time a special and purposeful relationship with the private
business sector, dynamic and strong civil society management, functional
legitimacy, and high ability to effectively manage non-state economic
interests.
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